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B R I E F  I N D I G E N O U S  T I M E L I N E  



I N D I G E N O U S  G R O U P S  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A S  
A N D  C A N N A B I S

Native Hawaiian

• While Hawaii has 

decriminalized cannabis for 

recreational use and 

legalized is for medicinal 

use, they have a relaxed 

history with the plant for 

recreational uses. Culturally, 

there are no taboos 

regarding cannabis.

Native American

• Various tribes across the 

Northern and Southern 

regions of the United States 

and Mexico used cannabis 

as a sleep agent and pain 

reliever.1 Although cannabis 

was used differently across 

various tribes, many rarely 

used it for recreational use.

First Nations (Canada)

• First Nation tribes across 

Canada has used cannabis 

for e variety of reasons, more 

than any other indigenous 

group despite the colder 

climates. Its fast growing and 

easy methods makes the 

plant easy to transport, which 

is why it is found worldwide.



This project would like to hold a positive tone, leaving political points to the brief timeline. Instead, it will focus on laws 

being created now and the future that will hopefully heal wronged communities. Reparations, criminal record expunging 

and business opportunities for communities of color are the focus for this proposal. This proposal will not deny the sins 

committed against indigenous peoples and POC, historians are aware of the unfair treatment of these groups. Instead, 

we will focus on the positives that are happening now.

P A R T  2 :  P O L I T I C S



B R I E F  P O L I T I C A L  T I M E L I N E  

Henry J. Anslinger (Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics) begins his racist fueled anti-
weed campaign, which white America 
bought. In 1937 the Marijuana Tax Act 
was enacted making cannabis illegal 
on a federal level.

1930S

Mass incarceration, ticketing and harassment 
of Native, Hispanic and Black people and 
continued propaganda of the plant and its 
association with people of color. 

1960S

Congress passes the Controlled 
Substances Act which listed cannabis 
as a schedule 1.

1970

FBI and ATF raid Native Reservations 
who grew the plant for medicinal 
remedies and relaxation.

1980S

Uptick in mass incarcerations of 
people of color despite studies 
showing cannabis use is equal 
amongst ethnic groups.

EARLY 1990S



P O L I T I C A L  T I M E L I N E  C O N T I N U E D

Legalization of cannabis for medical 
use is beginning with California being 
the first state.

1990S

Colorado and Washington become the first 
states to legalize cannabis for recreational use, 
starting a wave of states opting for full 
legalization, medical legalization or 
decriminalization.

2012

2018 Farm Bill legalizes low THC 
products like CBD and Hemp and 
descheduled it from The Controlled 
Substance Act.

2013

2018 Farm Bill legalizes low THC 
products like CBD and Hemp and 
descheduled it from The Controlled 
Substance Act.

2018

As of today, 21 states have legalized 
cannabis for recreational 

2023



L E G A L I Z A T I O N  C H A R T  A N D  B E S T  
R E P A R A T I O N  P O L I C I E S

Business Licenses  

Priority given to 
POC or 

communities 
negatively impacted 

by “drug way” 

Lowering start up 
costs for these 

communities (like 
free biz license)

Policies for past arrests

Expungement/ 
sealing records

Time served 

Legality

Legal or Medicinal Decriminalized

This graph allows a quick look at 
the measures to evaluate a state’s 
reparation policies.
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F U N D I N G

GRANTS

• Searching for grants online 

could help aid in finding 

funds already available.

• https://www.imls.gov/

• https://www.neh.gov/

• https://www.archives.gov/nh

prc

• https://www.grants.gov/

PRIVATE DONATIONS

• Appealing to organizations 

and individuals who not only 

have similar goals but also 

financially stable would be a 

logical step in procuring 

funding from the public.

• Projects like this proposal is a 

great tool in presenting a 

case for financial support.

FUND RAISING

• The general public can 

provide funds comparable to 

individual donors, it just 

takes more effort and time.

• Fund raising events can not 

only garner funds, but also 

awareness, interest and 

education in the subject. 

https://www.imls.gov/
https://www.neh.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/nhprc
https://www.archives.gov/nhprc
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